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Broad General Education
Every young person in Scotland is entitled to experience a broad general education throughout
S1, S2 and S3. Within our S1 to S3 curriculum we have developed courses which will support our
youngsters in developing their values and beliefs and enable them to:
•

achieve the highest possible levels of literacy and numeracy and thinking skills

•

develop skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work which are needed for planning for
future lives and careers

•

develop knowledge and understanding of society, the world and Scotland's place in it

•

experience challenge, success and to develop well-informed views and act responsibly

•

be encouraged to adopt an active and healthy lifestyle

However, after 2 years of a Broad General Education we recognise that pupils are beginning to
think ahead towards the Senior Phase (S4-S6) and forming some thoughts on areas in which they
are particularly interested in. To meet this need pupils are offered the opportunity to opt for a
degree of personalisation and specialisation within existing subject areas in their S3 curriculum
allowing for a greater depth of understanding and skill development within that particular area.
It is important to note at this stage that to allow for the best possible transition from S3 into
S4 and to give the pupils the opportunity to achieve the best possible qualifications, pupils
will be required to choose subjects for S4 that they have studied in S3.
The information in this booklet is designed to help pupils to decide which courses best meet their
needs and interests. Pupils should take time to read about the structure and content of each
course and the possible progression that it will offer into the Senior Phase. Pupils will be
supported in PSEd to make the most appropriate and fully informed decisions possible. Pupils are
also encouraged to discuss their thoughts and make their decisions in consultation with their
parents / guardians who are also asked to countersign the final preference form that is submitted
to the school and attend an options interview with their child’s Guidance teacher.
All completed forms must be returned to school by 22 February 2021.
In S3 all pupils will study English, Maths, PE, PSEd and RME. Pupils will then select 1 Expressive
Art, 1 Science, 1 Social Subject and 1 Technologies. There is then the opportunity for pupils to
make 3 further subject selections which enables pupils to specialise in areas and potentially study
up to 3 subjects in each curricular area to reflect their passions, interest and talents.

3

Expressive Arts
Art and Design
The S3 course will consist of two units.
●
●

Design - Head Adornment Unit
Expressive - 3D Portraiture Unit

Pupils will also explore Landscape, Still life and
wider basic design skills to allow them to
experience a range of techniques. This will help
them make choices about their work in S4 if they
continue in the department. They will also develop
a wide range of skills in the key areas of numeracy
and literacy. On top of this they will develop their
group working abilities and also expand their creative skills.
Design Unit
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ ability to develop creative design ideas in response to a
given brief. In this Unit learners will explore how designers develop and create their ideas. They will
consider the design choices and opportunities in the brief before developing their own creative design
ideas, showing understanding of basic design issues.
Expressive Unit
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ ability to produce
expressive ideas and development work in response to given stimuli.
Learners will investigate the things that influenced and inspired artists’
work, and develop an understanding of how they have used art
materials, techniques and/or technology.

Skills for Life, Learning & Work
Pupils develop a broad range of transferable skills in Art & Design. As
well as nurturing creativity, the course will help pupils to develop skills
such as:
decision-making, communication, problem-solving,
leadership and employability. They will also develop an understanding of critical analysis techniques
through their exploration and appreciation of other artists’ work. Pupils will develop their emotional
intelligence through their course work which will help prepare them for the world of work and the challenges
ahead.
Homework
Pupils will be issued on a fortnightly basis and will have various strands. It will mainly be research based to
allow the pupils to contextualise their learning. There will also be occasion for the pupils to answer
questions to consolidate learning.
Progression
The course looks at all aspects of Art and Design and will prepare the pupils for the National courses and
Highers they will sit in S4 onwards.
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Drama
Drama presents pupils with a variety of chances to experience the
enjoyment of the art form, as well as to be inspired. Pupils will
experience many opportunities to showcase their acting, devising and
theatre arts skills to a variety of audiences which will lead to a deeper
understanding of the course theory.
There is an emphasis on allowing the pupils to explore the world and issues surrounding them creatively
through collaborative devised work. In addition to this, pupils will also use ICT and technology to enhance
theatre productions, allowing them to gain vital experience of undertaking the full range of roles available in
the industry.
The Drama Elective course consists of two units:
●
●

Devising Skills
Theatre Arts Skills

Devising Skills – Pupils work together in groups to create an original
piece of theatre, based on a range of stimuli. They devise, direct, rehearse and perform the finished piece
of theatre to an audience before evaluating their contribution to the process. Pupils will learn how to use
voice, movement and characterisation skills to play complex characters on the stage, as well as how to
experiment with form, genre, structure and style to present their play. The pupils are assessed through a
folio of evidence including:
Rehearsal Logs, Photographs, Production Meeting Notes, Directors notes, Annotated Script, Character
Research, Character Card, Writing in Role, Notes on Characterisation Techniques, Evaluation of rehearsal
and final performance
Theatre Arts Skills – In this unit, pupils will develop theatre arts skills to perform an extract from a play.
Pupils work together to form small-scale theatre companies. Each pupil specialises in two production areas:
Acting, plus one from Lighting, Sound, Costume, Props and Hair & Make-Up. These pupils will be assessed
through a folio of evidence, and teacher observation checklists from the final performance.
Skills for Life, Learning & Work
The subject allows pupils to develop vital skills for life, learning and work including: Confidence, Creativity,
Communication, Team Work, Leadership and Organisation. In addition, pupils will develop a range of
thinking skills including: Analysing, Evaluating, Applying, Remembering & Understanding. The Drama
course also develops pupil Literacy skills, as they explore a range of texts throughout the course.
Homework
Homework is an essential part of the Elective course and is given regularly in class. The homework will
include completing folio work, attending out-of-school rehearsals and research.
Progression
Pupils completing the Drama Elective course can continue their studies in the senior phase. National
Drama is offered to pupils S4-S6. This can lead to Higher Drama and NPA Musical Theatre courses in
S5/6 if pupils achieve a National 5 pass.
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Music
During the music elective pupils will consolidate and develop the core
skills learned in S1 and S2 for performing, composing and listening. In all
areas of the course pupils will develop their knowledge, understanding
and skills within their level 4 outcomes.
Listening
Pupils will develop their level 4 concepts within the following topics through listening, discussion and a
range of literacy tasks:
●

Musical Scales, Terms & Devices, Scottish Music, Instruments of the Orchestra, Styles of Music,
Vocal Music, Periods of Music

Homework – Research tasks based on a range of topics, regular revision of concepts learned.
Assessment – Teacher observation of class discussions and completion of listening and homework tasks
in each topic.
Composing
Pupils will progress in their music literacy skills and be able to develop their ideas, orchestration and use of
music technology.
Homework – T
 heory and music literacy booklets to develop further understanding of more complex
notation and wider musical features.
Assessment– Teacher observation, completion of music literacy tasks, self-evaluation and reflection of
work and development of musical ideas.
Performing
Pupils will start the elective by reviewing and consolidating their practical skills
on keyboard, tuned percussion, guitar, bass guitar and drum-kit, learned in the
S1 & S2 courses. They will then choose two instruments to specialise on,
including the option to choose an instrument already learned with an instructor
(e.g. piano, bagpipes, accordion...).
Homework – Individual practice at home where an instrument is available.
Assessment - Continuous throughout the year with teacher, self and peer
evaluation. Individual progress checklists completed throughout the year.
Skills for Life, Learning & Work
Pupils studying Music in S3 will develop a range of skills for life, learning & work. The course is intended to
develop pupils’ confidence and resilience through performance. It also allows pupils to learn leadership,
communication and numeracy skills. Pupils will also learn vital thinking skills such as analysing and
evaluating as part of their listening course.
Progression
Pupils completing the Music Elective course can continue their studies in the senior phase. National Music
is offered to pupils in S4-S6. Beyond this, pupils can progress onto Higher Music and Advanced Higher
Music in S5/6 if they have achieved a National 5 pass.
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3rd Year Elective Dance
Third year Elective Dance we will be working towards completing the National Progression Award
(NPA) in Dance at Level 4.
The NPA is an introductory qualification in Dance in which learners explore choreography and gain
an appreciation of dance skills and techniques. It allows learners to develop knowledge,
understanding and skills in choreography and the two different dance styles, Jazz and
Contemporary.
There are 3 Units that must be completed to
achieve the full NPA.
Jazz Unit
You will be taught basic skill and techniques of the
Jazz style as well as sequences. You will work
towards performing a 1-minute solo performance
which is led by your teacher. As well as this the
class will study a Jazz Dance and complete a
short-written assignment on the choreography of
the piece.
Contemporary Unit
You will be taught basic skill and techniques
of the Contemporary style as well as
sequences. You will work towards performing
a 1-minute solo performance which is led by
your teacher. As well as this the class will
study a Contemporary Dance and complete a
short-written assignment on the choreography
of the piece.
Choreography Unit
You will learn about the basic skills and
techniques of Choreography and apply them to
short choreographic sequences of your own.
You will learn how to reflect on your own
choreography and keep a logbook on your work.

This course will be suitable for pupils who have
previously taken part in School of Dance in S1
and S2, anyone who has attended dance
classes before or anyone that has a passion for
learning Dance.
Pupils who wish to take National 5 Dance in S4 are strongly advised to choose the Elective Dance
course in S3 as it prepares students very well for what can be a very challenging but very
enjoyable and rewarding course
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Languages:

French

It is strongly recommended that wherever possible
pupils continue to learn the language they have studied
in S2 to the end of S3.
There are many advantages to this:
● A knowledge of French is useful in many areas of employment.
For example all pupils in Scotland are now learning 2 Languages in addition
to English in primary school. It is now highly recommended that you have a
qualification in a language if you are considering becoming a primary school
teacher.
Our French course in S3 teaches pupils to:
● Cope with real life situations, for example going to a restaurant, buying tickets,
getting around town.
● Learn the knowledge and skills to apply for a job. They will be able to answer
job interview questions in French.
● Find out about job opportunities for people who have language skills at all
levels.
● we also continue to look at understanding the culture of France through film
study
As pupils move into S3 from S2 we continue to
● Use active learning – from playing games to using show me boards to
learn key phrases
● Use websites to consolidate knowledge.
● Use language learning skills to boost confidence in using the language.
● Prepare pupils to become confident users of the language by exploring
and applying grammar rules.
● Prepare pupils to continue with learning languages in S4, 5 and 6.
Pathways
The Languages Course in S3 prepares pupils fully for all courses in S4, 5 and 6. We
offer Language courses at all levels from National to Advanced Higher.
Homework
Being confident in a language depends on being able to produce the words and
phrases you need in different contexts. Therefore you need to have the basic
language patterns at your fingertips. Learning homework helps you build your
knowledge of these patterns. Once learned, they provide connections and make you
much more confident!
Gaelic (Fluent)
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S3 Gàidhlig (Fluent Speakers)
By its very nature Gàidhlig is well placed to cater for the four CfE
capacities:
o
o
o
o

Successful Learners
Confident Individuals
Effective Contributors
Responsible Citizens

All pupils engage with relevant themes and ideas of importance
through reading, discussing and viewing, as well as creating their own texts. Pupils
also have opportunities to develop interpersonal skills by working together and
creating texts in a variety of media.
The S3 CfE course continues to cover the Experiences and Outcomes for Gàidhlig
and Literacy, continuing to focus on the four modes of Reading, Writing, Talking and
Listening. There will be an increased emphasis on active learning and media texts,
as well as traditional literary texts. There is an emphasis on the use of ICT to support
learning.
Pupils have the opportunity to study a variety of texts in the BGE course, and in S3
these texts will be more demanding. They will have the opportunity to produce
pieces of creative writing, research various cultural topics and and write discursive
essays. Pupils will access BBC Alba to develop their skills. In addition, pupils will
develop the skills to analyse texts effectively and present a solo talks.
Pupils will further develop their textual analysis skills and look more at writing
techniques and how they are affected by the texts they have read.
Skills in Gàidhlig
To enable pupils to engage with a wide range of texts to develop an appreciation of
the richness and breadth of Scotland’s literary and linguistic heritage.
To understand what is special, vibrant and valuable about their own language and
culture and those of others.
To encourage pupils to think, reflect and explore
To develop pupils' communication and literacy skills
Homework in Gàidhlig
Pupils will be asked to do homework
for Gàidhlig on a regular basis.
The length of time required to
complete homework assignments
may naturally vary from week to
week and pupil to pupil, depending
upon the amount of work done in class.
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In addition to reading widely and practising their reading skills, pupils may often be
expected to go over their class work to revise and consolidate, to correct errors and
to complete written assignments when required.
They may be asked to prepare a talk or interview someone to find out a piece of
information.
A purposeful interest in radio and television programmes and films is also
encouraged, which will help critical listening skills.
Additional languages – we would recommend that pupils study Spanish if they
would like to continue studying a Modern Language in addition to Gàidhlig
Pathways into S4
Gàidhlig is available at every level in S4 to S6, up to Advanced Higher.
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Languages:

Gaelic Learners

It is strongly recommended that wherever possible pupils continue to learn the
language they have studied in S2 to the end of S3.
There are many advantages to this:
● A knowledge of Gaelic is useful in many areas of employment.
For example all pupils in Scotland are now learning 2 Languages in addition
to English in primary school. It is now highly recommended that you have a
qualification in a language if you are considering becoming a primary school
teacher. Gaelic is taught in many of our primary schools and nurseries in the
area.
Our Gaelic course in S3 teaches pupils to:
● Develop vocabulary and phrases to be able to communicate with native
speakers.
● To gain a deeper understanding of Scottish history by learning about and
researching cultural topics.
● Learn the knowledge and skills to apply for a job. They will be able to answer
job interview questions in Gaelic.
● Find out about job opportunities for people who have language skills at all
levels.
As pupils move into S3 from S2 we continue to
● Use active learning – from playing games to using show me boards to
learn key phrases
● Use websites to consolidate knowledge.
● Use language learning skills to boost confidence in using the language.
● Prepare pupils to become confident users of the language by exploring
and applying grammar rules.
● Prepare pupils to continue with learning languages in S4, 5 and 6.
Pathways
The Languages Course in S3 prepares pupils fully for all courses in S4, 5 and 6. We
offer Language courses at all levels from National to Advanced Higher.
Homework
Being confident in a language depends on being able to produce the words and
phrases you need in different contexts. Therefore you need to have the basic
language patterns at your fingertips. Learning homework helps you build your
knowledge of these patterns. Once learned, they provide connections and make you
much more confident!
Languages:

Spanish
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All pupils in S2 have now had a taster in Spanish.
The S3 course will continue to introduce a wide variety of vocabulary and topics so that
pupils become more confident in talking and listening, reading and writing.
There are many advantages to learning Spanish
●

A knowledge of Spanish is useful in many areas of employment.
For example all pupils in Scotland are now learning 2 Languages in addition to
English in primary school. It is now highly recommended that you have a
qualification in a language if you are considering becoming a primary school teacher.
You never know when that knowledge of another language will be useful!

Our Spanish course in S3 will teach pupils to:
● Cope with real life situations, for example going to a restaurant, buying tickets,
getting around town.
●

Learn the knowledge and skills to apply for a job. They will be able to answer job
interview questions in French.

●

Find out about job opportunities for people who have language skills at all levels.

●

we also continue to look at understanding the culture of Spain through film study

As pupils move into S3 from S2 we continue to
●
●
●
●
●

Use active learning – from playing games to using show me boards to learn key
phrases
Use websites to consolidate knowledge.
Use language learning skills to boost confidence in using the language.
Prepare pupils to become confident users of the language by exploring and
applying grammar rules.
Prepare pupils to continue with learning languages in S4, 5 and 6.

Pathways
The Languages Course in S3 prepares pupils fully for all courses in S4, 5 and 6. We offer
Language courses at all levels from National to Advanced Higher.
Homework
Being confident in a language depends on being able to produce the words and phrases you
need in different contexts. Therefore you need to have the basic language patterns at your
fingertips. Learning homework helps you build your knowledge of these patterns. Once
learned, they provide connections and make you much more confident!
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Biology

Course content
In this unit you will learn about the structure and function of
organs of the body, including the senses. You will learn
about cells and how they form body systems. Through
practical work you will learn about microorganisms in
relation to health, and then in industrial processes. You will
experience the use of technology in monitoring health and
improving the quality of life.
You will learn about how organisms develop and pass on
genetic information to the next generation. You will also
begin to develop your knowledge of genetics and of the role
of
You will also build upon your knowledge of organs and
investigate how animals respond to changes in their
environment both physiologically and behaviourally. You will
also look at DNA and how animals and plants
may have evolved to cope with long term
changes in their environment.
Microbes such as bacteria and fungi play an
important part in our everyday lives and you
will learn about the uses of some microbes in
industry. You will carry out experiments using
microbes to make food and fight disease.
Homework
Homework for this course will may take the
form of research tasks or written homework
tasks. These will usually be issued fortnightly.
Progression
Pupils completing this course will be able to progress to National 4 or 5 Biology in
S4.
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Chemistry
In this unit you will learn about the properties of
different substances and how they can be
changed. You will also continue to develop your
use of symbols and chemical formulae as a way
of communicating information about elements
and compounds.
You will develop your knowledge and
understanding of substances that make up the
Earth's surface. We will also look at the
importance of carbon compounds derived from
crude oil to our lives.
Over the course of this unit you will gradually develop an understanding of chemical
changes. You will look at reactions which take place in the environment and in the
laboratory, and develop your understanding of the environmental impact of some
changes. You will continue to develop your understanding of energy changes in
chemical reactions and some of the factors affecting the rates of reactions. You will
develop the use of chemical names, formulae and equations as a way of conveying
information about chemical changes.
Homework
Homework for this course will
may take the form of
research tasks or written
homework tasks. These will
usually be issued fortnightly.
Progression
Pupils completing this course
will be able to progress to
National 4 or 5 Biology in S4.
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Physics
In S3 our dedicated Physics teachers offer a multitude of learning opportunities and activities
that cover a wide range of Level 4 CfE Experiences and Outcomes. Pupils will develop their
literacy, numeracy and problem solving skills through practical experiment, research
activities and active classroom discussion.

Electricity
● Magnetism - How are magnets linked to electricity?
● Generating electricity - How do different types of
power station work?
● Electrical power - How much electrical energy do we
use? How do we know how much we should pay for
it?
● Electrical and electronic circuits - Can you choose the
correct inputs and outputs to solve electrical problems?
Could you build the circuit?

Waves
● Wave characteristics - Do you know what radio
frequencies actually mean? Could you measure the
relative energies of waves?
● Sound - What is the highest note you can hear?
What is the speed of sound?
● Electromagnetic Spectrum - More than just the
rainbow; there are invisible light waves that affect
every aspect of our lives. Can you name them? Do
you know how they have made all of our lives
better?
● Nuclear radiation - The most energy dense
substances on Earth can also be the most deadly.
Where did they come from? How can we harness
them

15

Forces
● Speed and Acceleration - Can you measure speed? What actually is acceleration?
● Forces, motion and energy - Who is
Isaac Newton? How do we know
how objects and vehicles will
behave when they move?
● Satellites - Why do satellites not
crash back to Earth due to gravity.
How do we use them to
communicate with all parts of the
world?
● Cosmology - Are we alone in the
universe? What are the
requirements for life elsewhere in
the universe? How far away is the next solar system?

Literacy and Numeracy
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Sharing ideas through discussion/talking
Listening to others
Reading information and retaining knowledge
Comprehension
Report writing
Recording results
Processing information
Graph drawing
Graphical analysis
Algebraic manipulation (changing the subject of the formula)
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Geography
Throughout S3 pupils are building up a knowledge of the world in which they live, looking at
issues ranging from learning about our local area, looking at how ice has shaped the
Scottish landscape, to environmental problems facing the world e.g. climate change. Pupils
learn a range of skills, from reading and interpreting OS maps, graphs and other data, and
learning how to analyse it. S3 is seen as the starting point of the national course
In S3 pupils will be introduced to human fieldwork techniques, in our local area. This will
allow them to develop the key skills needed to complete the Added Value project at National
level, including data collection and analysis. This project will be banked and kept for their S4
National course.
Pupils will study three contrasting topics; Urban Geography which focuses on the growth of
Oban and looks at Glasgow as a case study of a developed world city. We then move on to
looking at Mumbai in India and contrasting life there with that of Glasgow.
Adventure Landscapes looking at how glacial landscapes are formed and used for
recreation. This leads to the completion of a project on the Cairngorms National Park, which
should allow pupils to gain a SQA Scottish Studies unit award.

The Climate Change topic will be looking at the causes, effects and potential solutions to
this major issue, it will also allow pupils to bank a unit assessment for the National course.
Pupils where possible will use active learning to reinforce key ideas and concepts.
A model of a landscape made out of “play dough”
This allows pupils to demonstrate their learning in a fun and effective way.
Homework
Homework is issued to pupils on a regular basis to compliment or consolidation class work.
Skills for Lifelong work and learning
These units will allow pupils to develop both an interest in the Human and Physical world, as
well as introducing skills which will be needed for the National Geography course in S4.
Pupils will be taught through a range of teaching methods: formal teaching, fieldwork,
simulation exercises and group challenges to name a few. Throughout the course
appropriate emphasis will be put onto literacy skills; report writing, investigations and group
discussions, numeracy skills; constructing and interpreting graphs from numerical data,
using percentages, ratios and fractions, and thinking skills. Pupils will learn employability
skills through the use of co-operative learning tasks, working in teams, having to
communicate effectively, organise and show leadership skills.
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History
The aim of the experiences and outcomes
in S3 is to develop our pupils’
understanding of the history, heritage and
culture of Scotland and an appreciation of
historical, social, economic and political
changes which have shaped not only
Scotland but also the wider world. Pupils
will evaluate different types of sources
and have opportunities individually and
within a group to plan and research,
review investigation strategies, develop
critical thinking and analysis and draw
conclusions from a wide variety of sources
and present their findings in a variety of
ways.
Pupils will study the following
topics;
Slave Trade
● Impact on Africa
● Slave Experience
● Life on Plantations
● Impact on Britain

Modern History
● Civil Rights
● Russian Revolution
● Mussolini & Fascist Italy
● Cold War
WW1
•
•
•
•
•

Causes
Recruitment
Trench Conditions
Technology
Battles

18

Homework
History pupils will be issued with a home work programme and a home work jotter.
The homework programme develops the skills required in history to consolidate
knowledge of the topics studied and develop the ability to evaluate and compare
sources. The homework task will be set, when appropriate by the class teacher and
pupils can expect to complete home work on at least a fortnightly basis.

Skills for Learning Life and Work
Pupils will develop a range of skills through learning about the past. They will
develop Literacy Skills to read about, take notes on and describe the past. Listening
and Talking Skills will allow them to challenge arguments and respect other people’s
opinions. Pupils will use Thinking Skills to apply their knowledge to analyse and
evaluate evidence. Employability, Enterprise and Citizenship skills will develop by
learning to work in teams with opportunities for leadership in learning. As they
progress pupils will develop informed opinions on a range of social and political
issues.
Progression
These key skills will help to prepare pupils for further study at National 4/5 level.
The aim of the experiences and outcomes in S1 to S3 is to develop our pupils’
understanding of democracy and citizenship through experience of critical and
independent thinking. The Experiences and Outcomes will allow pupils to evaluate
different types of sources and evidence.
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Modern Studies
Pupils will have opportunities individually and
within a group to plan and research, review
investigation strategies, develop critical thinking
and analysis and draw conclusions from a wide
variety of sources and present their findings in
a variety of ways.
During S3 pupils who choose to study Modern
Studies will study topics from the following:

Democracy in Scotland
• Rights in a democracy
• Powers of the Scottish Parliament
• Election Campaigns
• Role of MSPs and First Minister
• Media & Pressure Groups
• Voting Systems

China
Communism
Political System & Structure
International Influence
Human Rights
Media
Types of media
Fake News
Influence and consequences
BBC Young Reporter Competition
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Throughout their study of Modern Studies pupils will be given the opportunities to
develop their literacy and numeracy skills, through a variety of methods such as
investigations, presentations, debates and extended writing. They will be learning
how to cooperate and work together and to review and assess their learning through
peer and self-evaluation. There will be opportunities to link their learning through
interdisciplinary tasks.
Homework
Modern Studies pupils will be issued with a homework jotter. Modern Studies is a
topic which deals with current affairs therefore pupils will be set appropriate
homework tasks related to current issues by the class teacher. Home work will also
be set to consolidate knowledge of the topics studied and develop the ability to
analyse sources. Pupils can expect to complete home work on at least a fortnightly
basis.
Skills for Learning Life and Work
Pupils will develop a range of skills through learning about people and society. They
will develop Literacy Skills to describe the world around them, Listening and Talking
Skills to develop and challenge arguments and respect other people’s views. Pupils
will use Thinking Skills to apply their knowledge to analyse and evaluate evidence
and Employability, Enterprise and Citizenship skills by learning to work in teams with
opportunities for leadership in learning. Pupils will also use Numeracy Skills such as
information handling to evaluate complex data. As they progress they should be
able to develop an informed opinion on a range of social and political issues.
Progression
These key skills will help to prepare pupils for further study at National 4
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RMPS: Religious, Moral & Philosophical Studies
What is morality? What does it mean to be a good person? How can we
decide what is right and wrong in today’s society?

From Law to Medicine and Politics to our individual lives, our world continues to
bring new and important ethical, religious, moral and philosophical questions.
Through exploring these issues, S3 RMPS equips you with the skills to engage with
the debates and make judgements on what you believe is the best course of action.
The course covers 3 Units of study and one independent research project:
World Religion
Pupils will study some key beliefs, practices and sources found within one of the
world’s six major religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and
Sikhism), and the contribution these make to the lives of followers. Pupils learn to
critically decide on the benefits and challenges these traditions bring to our society in
Scotland, and our world, today.
Morality and Belief
Pupils will study some of the most pressing ethical questions of
our day – Should doctors be allowed to help their patients to die?
What should we do with criminals who commit the worst of
crimes? Is war ever an acceptable option?
Through study of these questions, pupils will develop their reasoning skills and the
ability to discuss and justify their own opinions on these difficult discussions in our
society.
Religious and Philosophical Questions
Is suffering proof that God does not exist? Can someone be both religious and
scientific? Why do people not have the same beliefs?
Using logic and critical thinking skills, pupils will look at a philosophical issue and
learn different ways of thinking about this. Pupils will work on clear thinking and
argumentation to tackle some of the most fascinating questions of our days.
Skills for life, learning and work
The RMPS S3 elective will equip you with a broad set of skills for life learning and
work.
22

RMPS develops the literacy skills of Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening.
Wellbeing is also developed through personal learning and personal reflection. In
developing a social enterprise activity to benefit your community, you will develop
entrepreneurial skills, teamwork skills and the ability to lead. Finally, through critical
engagement with complex issues you will develop the academic thinking skills of
analysis and evaluation.
From understanding the history of our world to deciding on the futures we choose as
the human race, this exciting and fun S3 elective will assist you throughout your
academic, working and personal life
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Administration
The S3 course will consist of three units
● Using IT to solve problems
● Research and Communication
● Admin in the workplace
Pupils will develop a wide range of skills in the key areas of numeracy and literacy.
On top of this they will develop their group working abilities and also work on
enterprise and employability skills.
Using IT in Business
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ basic skills in IT and organising
and processing information in administration-related contexts. Learners will use the
functions of the following IT applications: word processing, spreadsheets and
databases, to create and edit simple business documents.
Research and Communication
The general aim of this Unit is to enable learners to use
IT for gathering and sharing information with others in
familiar administration-related contexts. Learners will
develop an understanding of the appropriate methods
for gathering information and of how to communicate
information, making use of appropriate electronic
methods.
Admin in the workplace
The general aim of this Unit is to give learners a basic appreciation of administration
in the workplace and to enable them to carry out a range of straightforward
administrative tasks in the context of organising and supporting small-scale events.
Homework
Pupils will be issued homework on a fortnightly basis
and will have various strands. It will mainly be
research based to allow the pupils to contextualise
their learning. There will also be occasion for the
pupils to answer questions to consolidate learning.
Progression
The course looks at all aspects of Administration and
IT and will prepare the pupils for the National courses
and Highers they will sit in S4 onwards.
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Business Management
The S3 course will consist of two
units.
● How businesses work.
● What influences business?
The pupils will also be involved in
enterprise tasks and business
challenges giving them a real life
experience of producing and marketing products.
Pupils will develop a wide range of skills in the key areas of numeracy and literacy.
On top of this they will develop their group working abilities and also work on
enterprise and employability skills.
How Businesses Work
The general aim of this Unit is to enable learners to gain a basic understanding of
why and how individuals set up in business. Learners will develop an understanding
of simple facts and ideas of the functional activities of small businesses and the
actions needed to take to satisfy customers’ needs and wants. The Unit will also
enable learners to demonstrate simple business planning and decision making while
encouraging enterprising skills and attributes through practical activities.
What Influences Business
The general aim of this Unit is to enable learners to gain an
understanding of how stakeholders and other internal and external
forces impact on the success of small businesses. This Unit will
enable learners to demonstrate simple decision making and
problem solving skills through investigating real-life business
situations.
Homework
Pupils will be issued on a fortnightly basis and will have various strands. It will
mainly be research based to allow the pupils to contextualise their learning. There
will also be occasion for the pupils to answer questions to consolidate learning.
Progression
The course looks at all aspects of business and will prepare the pupils for the
National courses and Highers they will sit in S4 onwards.
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Computing
The S3 course will consist of two units.
● Software Design
● System Design
Pupils will develop a wide range of skills in the
key areas of numeracy and literacy. As well as
these
key
skills
they
also
develop
understanding and practical problem-solving
skills in software design and development.
Learners will develop their programming and
computational thinking skills by implementing
practical solutions and explaining how these programs work.
Learners will also develop an understanding of how data and instructions are stored
in binary form, as well as basic computer architecture.
Develop knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving skills related to
information system design and development through a range of practical and
investigative tasks.
Software Design
The general aim of this Unit is for the learner to develop basic knowledge,
understanding and practical problem-solving skills in software design and
development through appropriate software development environments. Learners will
develop basic computational thinking and programming skills by implementing
practical solutions and explaining how these programs work.
System Design
The general aim of this Unit is for the learner to
develop basic knowledge, understanding and
practical problem-solving skills related to the
design and development of information
systems through a range of practical and
investigative tasks. Learners will implement
practical solutions using a range of
development tools.
Homework
Pupils will be issued on a fortnightly basis and will have various strands. It will
mainly be research based to allow the pupils to contextualise their learning. There
will also be occasion for the pupils to answer questions to consolidate learning.
Progression
The course looks at all aspects of Computing Science and will prepare the pupils for
the National courses and Highers they will sit in S4 onwards.
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Health and Food Technology
THE COURSE CONTENT:
● GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT: establishing good practice and understanding
hygiene and safety for food production
● COOKERY SKILLS, TECHNIQUES AND PROCESSES: developing
knowledge of the science behind cooking and the cookery processes and
techniques used in the food industry as well as developing organisation skills
when planning for and working in the kitchen environment.
● NUTRITION THROUGH THE LIFESPAN: Exploring how our body works
through developing an understanding of the function of foods in the diet and
their effects on our health and performance.
● THE JOURNEY OF FOOD: Exploring the steps and challenges in place from
‘farm to fork’ in the food industry and questioning if we really have a say in the
foods we eat.
● FOOD PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT: Following the steps used in the food
industry by new product developers, you will research, develop and test your
own new food product before presenting to Oban High School’s own Dragon’s
Den to pitch for investment in your product.

THE CONTENT WILL BE DELIVERED IN A VARIETY OF WAYS:
● Explore – discover and taste new ingredients then use in recipes
● Project work – develop research skills, presentation, IT skills
● Group work- development of team building and leadership skills
● Individual work- set targets, meet deadlines, responsibility
● Meet the professionals –be ready for the world of work
THE PRACTICAL CONTENT – PUTTING THE THEORY INTO PRACTICE
“COOKING”

You will work independently, to design & make menus & food products
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SKILLS FOR LEARNING, LIFE AND WORK – in line with national 4 & 5 courses:
Listening and talking, writing, money time and management, information handling,
physical wellbeing, employability, citizenship, working with others, remembering,
understanding, applying, analysing & evaluating, creating.
HOMEWORK: You will be expected toPractice cooking skills regularly and to complete research, evaluations and reports at
home.

THIS COURSE IS A PATHWAY to:
Nat 3-5 HOSPITALITY or HEALTH AND FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Career path for:
● Working in the hospitality
industry
● Running your own food
business
● Caring for the old or young

● Running your own food
company
● Simply to gain some life skills
● Nursing
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Graphic Communication
The S3 course will consist of three units.
● Preliminary Graphics
● Production Graphics
● Promotional Graphics
Over the course of the year students will
explore graphical techniques and their application in today’s society, they will learn to
select, organise and represent information and ideas graphically.
They will experience and create a series of 2D and 3D drawings both manually and
electronically.
Preliminary
These are sketches, illustrations and thumbnail layouts used at the design stage of
new products, new buildings and new publications. Skills in sketching, drawing and
rendering are important to graphic designers.
Production
These are drawings that include dimensions and
technical detail so that products can be made and
buildings constructed. Types of production drawings
include: dimensioned orthographic views, exploded
drawings, sectional views and surface developments.
They are always drawn to scale and always conform
to drawing standards.
Promotional
These are graphics and documents that are used in advertising to promote a
product. Promotional documents often include an illustration with text and a
background. The layout is carefully planned to create visual impact and is designed
to appeal to a specific target market. Examples of promotional graphics include:
illustrations, posters, brochures, booklets, banners, billboards, graphs and charts,
and web pages.
Homework
Pupils will be issued on a fortnightly basis and will have various strands. It will
mainly be research based to allow the pupils to contextualise their learning. There
will also be occasion for the pupils to answer questions to consolidate learning.
Progression
The course looks at all aspects of Graphic Communication and will prepare the
pupils for the National courses and Highers they will sit in S4 onwards.
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Practical Woodworking
The S3 course will consist of three units.
● Carcase Construction
● Machining and Finishing
● Flat frame Construction
The pupils will develop their knowledge and skills of
working with both wood and metal. Within both units,
pupils will be encouraged to work with a high degree of
accuracy and ensure that all work is accomplished in a
safe manner.

Woodwork
The aim of this unit is the enable learners to gain basic
knowledge and skills for making items from wood. They
will complete a number of woodwork joint exercises
followed by a larger project.

Homework
Homework will be issued on a fortnightly basis and will focus on the theory of
craftwork. This will comprise of information sheets followed by a number of
questions to be answered.

Progression
The course looks at all aspects of Craft and will prepare the pupils for the National
courses and National Progression Awards.
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